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Secretary-General of the Muslim World League Muhammad bin Abdul
Karim al-Issa said that the attack on acclaimed author Salman Rushdie
in New York was “a crime that Islam does not accept” in an interview
with Saudi news outlet Arab News.

“Islam is against violence and can never admit any method of violence.
Religious and intellectual issues, including phrases that may read in full
or partly as offensive, cannot never be dealt with in these violent ways,”
al-Issa was quoted as saying on the sidelines of a conference on inter-
religious dialogue in Rimini, Italy.

Advertisement

For the latest headlines, follow our Google News channel online or via
the app.

Rushdie, 75, was set to deliver a lecture on artistic freedom at the
Chautauqua Institution in western New York on August 12 when he was
attacked and stabbed by a man who has been identified as Hadi Matar, a
US-raised 24-year-old with Lebanese roots.

Rushdie has lived with a bounty
on his head since his 1988 novel
ʻThe Satanic Verses,̓  which
prompted Irans̓ then-leader Ali
Khamenei to urge Muslims to kill
him.
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MIDDLE EAST
Rushdie suspect’s Lebanese
village say incident has little to
do with them

Al-Issa, who is also the president
of the International Islamic Halal
Organization and Saudi Arabia s̓
former Minister of Justice said
that Islam is “opposed to
violence.”

An avid activist against religious extremism, al-Issa has been
commended by religious leaders and government officials for his efforts
to promote peaceful coexistence among all people.

He said that religion is “the sense of mans̓ existence in this life, the sum
of values based on particular principles, at the base of which there is not
only a philosophy but also a religious source that comes from God.”

“For this we speak of values, both religion and the religious instinct.
This also means the sense of faith in the human being,” he said, adding
that love and passion are “central factors in religion.”

“The believer must love all others even if he does not agree with them.
The believer knows that love and mercy are needed in this life. Love is
life, coexistence, peace, harmony.”

The MWL chief also stressed the need for inter-religious dialogue to
push for peaceful interfaith coexistence that “eliminates all
misunderstandings and clarifies the truths both within and outside the
Islamic world, both for Muslims and non-Muslims. Dialogue is the
language of the reasonable, of the wise. If everyone practices it, we all
get close and this approach takes away the fears of other people.”

He continued, “Even if each may be different from the other, there is no
reason to be afraid or worried about the other person: We all share life
on this earth and we must talk and understand each other. Differences
between human beings go back to the creation of humanity. If God had
wanted, he could have created only a single ethnic group or a single
religion. But he didnʼt, and we have to believe in his wisdom.”

He also wished for everyone “to live with dignity — all minorities — and
that they are well integrated into the land where they live. We also hope
that all governments around the world respect the rights of minorities
and their cultural, religious and cultural specificities. We do not accept
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any minority in the world being offended, no matter if they are Muslim
or not.”

Read more:

Moderator injured on stage during Salman Rushdie stabbing speaks out
after attack

Salman Rushdie's attacker indicted, refused bail

Rushdie attacker ʻsurprisedʼ author survived multiple stabbing: Reports
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Salman Rushdie's attacker indicted, refused bail

A judge refused to grant bail Thursday to the man accused of
trying to kill Salman Rushdie as the acclaimed author prepared to
give a talk in western ...

World News

Suspect in Salman Rushdie stabbing case to appear in
court Thursday

The man suspected of stabbing novelist Salman Rushdie last week
in western New York will appear in court for arraignment on
Thursday afternoon, the ...

World News

Rushdie attacker ‘surprised’ author survived multiple
stabbing: Reports

The New Jersey man accused of stabbing Salman Rushdie told the
New York Post in an interview published Wednesday that he was
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“surprised” the author ...

World News

Salman Rushdie attacker praises Iran’s Ruhollah Khomeini
as a ‘great person’

“He’s someone who attacked Islam, he attacked their beliefs, the
belief systems,” Hadi Matar said in interview from jail.

World News

Editor's Choice

Booster jabs in GCC
remain ‘critical’ to beat
‘unpredictable’ COVID-
19: Pfizer chief

Qatar to open three new
five-star hotels ahead of
FIFA World Cup

US still hoping for Iran
nuclear deal, ‘but we’re
not going to stay at it
forever’

Dubai: Lip fillers,
Liposuction, Botox most
sought-after cosmetic
treatments in 2022

 Trending

Russian artist to face trial
over sex videos that sank
President Macron ally

World News

Qatar to open three new five-
star hotels ahead of FIFA
World Cup

Gulf

Israel targets Aleppo airport,
Syria responds: State media

Middl E t

Biden has made final decision
not to designate Russia as
state sponsor of terrorism

World News

Cash from new deal with Iran
will give boost to Lebanon’s
Hezbollah: Report

Middle East

US calls Erdogan threats to
Greece ‘unhelpful’

W ld N

Top Content

1

2

3

4

5

6

Day Week

https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2022/08/18/Rushdie-attacker-surprised-author-survived-multiple-stabbing-Reports
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2022/08/17/Salman-Rushdie-attacker-praises-Iran-s-Ruhollah-Khomeini-as-a-great-person-
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2022/08/17/Salman-Rushdie-attacker-praises-Iran-s-Ruhollah-Khomeini-as-a-great-person-
https://english.alarabiya.net/coronavirus/2022/09/07/Booster-jabs-in-GCC-remain-critical-to-beat-unpredictable-COVID-19-Pfizer-chief
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/gulf/2022/09/06/Qatar-to-open-three-new-five-star-hotels-ahead-of-FIFA-World-Cup
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2022/09/02/US-still-hoping-for-Iran-nuclear-deal-but-we-re-not-going-to-stay-at-it-forever-
https://english.alarabiya.net/life-style/fashion-and-beauty/2022/09/01/Dubai-Lip-fillers-Liposuction-Botox-most-sought-after-cosmetic-treatments-in-2022
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2022/09/06/Russian-artist-to-face-trial-over-sex-videos-that-sank-President-Macron-ally
https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/world
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/gulf/2022/09/06/Qatar-to-open-three-new-five-star-hotels-ahead-of-FIFA-World-Cup
https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/gulf
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2022/09/06/Israel-targets-Aleppo-airport-Syria-respond-State-media
https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2022/09/06/Biden-has-made-final-decision-not-to-designate-Russia-as-state-sponsor-of-terrorism
https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/world
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2022/09/06/Cash-from-new-deal-with-Iran-will-give-boost-to-Lebanon-s-Hezbollah-Report
https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2022/09/07/US-calls-Erdogan-threats-to-Greece-unhelpful-
https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/world


07/09/22, 12:36 Muslim World League chief says Rushdie attack ‘unacceptable’ to Islam | Al Arabiya English

https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2022/08/22/Muslim-World-League-chief-says-Rushdie-attack-unacceptable-to-Islam 6/7

Middle East World News

Share

Before you go

Khota: The Lighthouses of Aad - Episode 22

NEWS BUSINESS ENERGY OPINION LIFE VIDEO

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTER

BACK TO TOP

Enter email address Subscribe

https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east
https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/world
https://english.alarabiya.net/webtv/programs/khota7/2022/07/18/Khota-The-Lighthouses-of-Aad-Episode-22
https://english.alarabiya.net/webtv/programs/khota7/2022/07/18/Khota-The-Lighthouses-of-Aad-Episode-22
https://english.alarabiya.net/webtv/programs/khota7/2022/07/18/Khota-The-Lighthouses-of-Aad-Episode-22
https://english.alarabiya.net/News
https://english.alarabiya.net/business
https://english.alarabiya.net/business/energy
https://english.alarabiya.net/views
https://english.alarabiya.net/life-style
https://english.alarabiya.net/webtv
https://www.facebook.com/alarabiya.english/
https://twitter.com/AlArabiya_Eng
https://www.instagram.com/alarabiya_eng
https://www.youtube.com/AlArabiyaEnglish
https://www.linkedin.com/company/alarabiya-english/
https://flipboard.com/@AlArabiya_Eng
https://english.alarabiya.net/


07/09/22, 12:36 Muslim World League chief says Rushdie attack ‘unacceptable’ to Islam | Al Arabiya English

https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2022/08/22/Muslim-World-League-chief-says-Rushdie-attack-unacceptable-to-Islam 7/7

ABOUT AL ARABIYA NETWORK CONTACT US TERMS OF USE PRIVACY POLICY

CAREERS SPEAK UP

© Copyright. Al Arabiya Network. 2022 - Language

https://www.facebook.com/alarabiya.english/
https://twitter.com/AlArabiya_Eng
https://www.instagram.com/alarabiya_eng
https://www.youtube.com/AlArabiyaEnglish
https://www.linkedin.com/company/alarabiya-english/
https://flipboard.com/@AlArabiya_Eng
https://english.alarabiya.net/tools/about
https://english.alarabiya.net/tools/contact-us
https://english.alarabiya.net/tools/terms-of-use
https://english.alarabiya.net/tools/privacy_policy
https://english.alarabiya.net/tools/careers
https://english.alarabiya.net/speakup

